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EDITORIAL : The Role of the Individual

"The role of the individual in environmental decisions" is the theme of
the forthcoming Canadian Nature Federation conference in Edmonton, At this meeting
naturalists and concerened individuals from across the cpuntry will be gathering
to discuss a number of issues related to this theme, Naturally, a good attaendance
from Alberta is expected, so to start the ball rolling here are a few Lhoughts
(questions, not answers), from the editorial chair,

An individual plays many roles in life - just think of the variety of
individual involvements as consumer, planner, worker, publicist, polluter, gard-
ener, voter, thinker, facilitator, organiser, educator, stimulator.........and
naturalist, Each of these roles has its own impact on the environmsnt, sometimes
small, sometimes large. The housewife who looks for a non-phosphate detergent in
the supermarket has a role as well as the oil magnate who selescts the route of a
pipeline through wilderness; the gardener checking sprays for DIT as well as the
highway planner,

How important are these roles and decisions? Can vou put all your daily
eflort into controlling podlution, then return home in one of your three cars to
vour family of ten? How many housewives buying phophate rich detergents equals
a village Lake Louise?

How far should the individual be concermed ? Is it enough to leave it to
"them"? If not, what should be done to make "them" more responsive to what you
want? At thre same time, consider whether what you want is what everyone wants,
in a democracy, what is the role of a pressure group? Can people be saved from
A degenerating environment while earnestly seeking to increase their standard of
living?

Noes the naturalist have a special role? According to the current jargon,
he is'sensitised! to environmental problems -~ that is to say, he has been telling
people about them for fifty years, but no-one took any notice until people started
to drop dead as well as birds, until the recreation space disappeardd as well as
the rare flowers, Should he now sit hack and say 'I told you so' ? Should he forget
he is a néturalist and leap headlong into the battle wherever the fight is thickest?
l'oes he have A special role in 'sensitising! other people? Do the pollution~park-
population citizens need to understand better what they are trying to save?

In all, a pretty good bunch of questions, some of them no doubt as loaded
as John Vayne's six-shooter, But my answers are not necessarily yours, and today's

answers are not neceasarily any good tomorrow. Why don't you think about the problems,
and ask some of vour own questions, But don't tell me - bring them to the conference,

OVIRHEARD (7)

Environmentalist ~ a man with & beard on television
Environmental Crisis - a lot of men with beards on television

(Private Lye)



LETTERS

Bird Boxes for Starlings ?

Dear Dave Spalding,

[ am most concerned about the bird boxes some people build. It seems such
a pity that so many people build a nice neat bird box then make the hole too large,
thus encouraging the starlings,i® have had quite food luck with Bluebirds and Tree
Swallows. Hecommended dimensions for Blueblrd and Tree Swallow boxes are ;-

Back ]J_'_ "XQ"X}."

Front 93" x 4s" x 1"

Bottom 42" x 43" x 1"

Sides 10" x 6" x 1v

Floof 841 x 740 x 1

llole should be 2" down from top of box, and 15/8 " diameter .
The same hole size is good for Purple Martins, and the Starlings can't get in,

Sincerely,
Helen Harris

.R.1l , Penhold,
{ Any comments from starling lovers ? I have heard many comments from bird box
makers about competidlon between starlings and native hole nesting birds. Any
first hand observations would be welcomz% (Ed,)

Do Naturalists threaten birds ?

Dear Sirs,

I have very much enjoyed your newsletter, and hope the Alberta Naturalist
continues to grow...... You also mentioned " A naturalists guide to Alberta", which
I suppose would give the best locatione for birds etc,, and I would like to see
something like this,

As more people are becoming interested in wildlife, and as more guides etc.
are put out, there will likely be more and more people visiying the nesting grounds,
It seems to me that guides, and naturalist's clubs newsletters too perhaps, should
try and advise people as much as possible on how to study, or photograph or visit
neating birds without causing the nests to be damaged or deserted,

fven though I have been reading articles and books on birds and wild-life
photography for years, I wouldn't know how to set up a blind near a hawks neaty
while being sure it wouldn't cause the hawks to desert,

Several ornithologists who have studied birds of prey seem to think
examining the nests during the egg period, often causes desertions, as mentioned
in Auk, Jan '71,p,.80, and Blue Jay Sept.'70, p.1l23.

I used to walk past a Swainson's Hawk nest several times a season, and I
don't think they raised a single young one during these years, In the last few years
I have stayed clear until I could see the young standing in the nests, and they have
usually raised from 2 to L each seasen.

I was told of a person trying to photograph Marsh Hawk's nests who had 3
or L desert. I read that an ornithologist used a flash to photograph a Gannet colony
on the east coast, and that the whole flock took off, sweeping eggs and young over
the cliff as they went., I have also read that a person going through a gull colony
while the chicks are small, can sometimes cause up to half the chicks to be lost,
as they scatter out of their small terribories and are killed by the other gulls,
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and that the gulls will even break some of their own eggs while excited. The farm
papers and magazines which I subscribe tog sometimes have articles by agricultural
experts, some of whom seem to think that chemicals such as DDT should still be
used, even though environmentalists do blame them for the near extinction of some
falcons. One wondered about falconers who pay several thousand dollars each for
birds in the Middle East and though this was a major reason for falcon decrease.

Some naturalists seem to examine quite a few nests and colonies during
a season (| Calgary Field Natbralist vél 1 no.5, p.3 for example) , and could
perhaps be causing quite a few desertions and losses, even though their intentions
are good,

1 wish a Government branch such as the Canadian Wildlife Service would
put out a booklet for naturalists and others. In order to set a good example, we
need to know what we can and can't do, while we are out studying our wildlife.

Another example would be the white pelican colony at Lake New#ll. 1 heard
that hardly any young have been raised there during the last few years, and it
was thought that people going through the colony have been the reason.

Yours truly,

R.R.2, Vulcan Ed. Baldwim

( Ed. Note: Mr. Baldwin has raised some very perinent points, which from time to
time cause widespread concern. They will certainly be borne in mind in the plan-
ning of the the Naturalists Guide' ., Many areas now produce codes of recommened
conduct® in various areas of concern, to provide wide publicity for desirable
practices, The only Alberta one 1 know of is the useful one prepared by Edmonton
City Parks, and will seek permission to reprint it in these pages. Copies of any
others of relevance to the Alberta situation, and suggestion for things to be
included in such a code would be welcomed.)

FAN_NEWS

Have you paid your subscription 7

If your subscription has not yet been paid, you face dire consequences,
i.¢. the cutting of your regular supply of this invaluable periodical. Those who
have still not paid will find a red X on the contents page, and the treasurer,
at 2630-22 Avenue South, Lethbridge, Alberta. If you wish to atone for late renewal,
you could of course become a supporting member at 10 dollars. Otherwise , the
subscribing membership fee is 2 dollars.

Advance Notice of Fall meeting

This meeting will be in Calgary, at an early weekend in Uctober., Exact
date will be fixed and details will appear in the next Alberta Naturalist. With
this meeting, we will have had one meeting hosted by each of our member clubs,
and will than start going round again - unless, of course, we have some new clubs
formed before then. 1t would be nice to meet, for instance, in Medicine Hat, or
Drumheller, or Grande Psmirée.
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PoDBRATION CF ALBERTA NATJRALISTS

SPRING MEET - JUNE 17-18, 1972.
TENTATIVE PRUGRAM

Somehow 1t is difficult to believe at this moment that the flowers will be
blooming and the birds will be singing, and the animals that made it through
this devilish winter will be doing their thing, but anywey Lere's the storys

17th

8. 30 A. Mo

DIR&CTUR'S MERTING, Bunti Centre (School Fine Arts) Room C.S5. 15.

12.30 to l.30 P.M, REGISTHATION FPOR SPRING ME.T at Jhe FIREEALL MESTING RCOM

i ° 3() P I‘ll

5630 P.H,

8.00 P.M.

located on Caribou Street acress from the Bus Station.

FI12LD TRIF - starting from the azbove noted FLIREHALL MEWTING ROOM.

We will inspeet the Rocky lMountain Spring as it nappens arcund the
Vermilion Lakes and below the Cave and Basin, just west of Banff town.
A Park katuralist will assist on this trip. This area is :roieoly

the riehest blologically, that may be found in the Park. It is
possible to see moose, deer, Rocky Mountain Shesp, black beur,
muskr:t, beaver, even mink if you're unusually luck;, ana coyote and
ol course lots of Columbian Ground Sqguirrels dird Life is richs
Usprey, darsh Hawks and others, even Great Horned Owls, Piizoted

end Horthern Three Tued Woodpeckers, Hed-shaited Flickers. wastern
Kingbirds, sSora Rails, Bittern, Burrow's Golde..eye. RuupMecked Grebve,
vericus Teoly Common Mergansers, Mallar.. of course, Lingiets,
chickadess (3 kinds, Warblers (Yellow, Yellowthrcat, Audubun, Myrtle...
and .iten surprises — Lewis's Woodpecker, Lazuli Buntiingeeeees

Plant life is interesting for a mixture of forest and w.ter plants,

a consideravle veriety of shribs ineluding some Tree Juniper which
wust beve drifted in from B.C. Anyone owning a canoe could have an
intercsting time investigating the aquatic life — cunoes may alco be
rented.

Weather PermiTting - A Box Lunch picnic supp.r ~ coifee supplied by
your hosts, Bow Valley Naturalistes - at the 5 mile Picnic hrea west
of Town. 1f it reins you're on your own untils

GLULRAL KELTING at the Firehall Mectin_g Room, Caribou Street.
Lxecutive Heports,.

Program of slides, films, talks, exhibits — you BRILG I7. Anyone
with something interesting to contribute to our knowledge of the
Natur 1 bistory ol Alberta, plecse write mes Ailecn Harmon, box
656, Banif, Alberta. I would appreciate it if each club could
contriovute to this program. Refceshments,
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Jb L J\J’x‘._}.i

(re AU flecne  oSuULA y BLLD TRIP. We will meot at the Pirchail Parkin., Lot
ana brovel cootwe dy Loking tne old hi,nway o ot ol Carsre
(north side of the velley, to visit UIndian Clii: Paint.aps io Lroosto
Cunyos, biruin at Gup Luke and Lac des Ares, en route to wcet
Bob Bmith ana his romily who will conauct a field triy in the
ares at the buse of Yamnuska (wt. John Lawrie). This is tie
1m0 shupped cliil just outside the wain range. The Smitis live
nt Becbe and koow this interesting ares very well., It has susll
lokes, rock ridges, wewdews and wooded areas lor & variety or
pira cne plant life. Bring your lunch for an interesting 1ield trip
peiore you wcwa Tor home on either 1l-A or tic Trens-—Cana.a (connecting
route ne:r Seebe).

ACCULLICUATTUN ThrCHaATTUNS
C.obGRuUnLs at Tunuel liountsin and Two Jack Lake are the newrest.

A CouTil - write ior reservations beforce June lst. Rates ares

irivite room, bath/shower $18 incl. meuls
Twin beds weoon elg4 " "
3=4 ersons oo Wil H "
ormitory without bath Wlwbe W Y

11 wenls sre not tuken the chorges are dea.cted.

L) cunt informecion on motels, write me for a iolaers Ailcun hHermon,
pox 696, ban-l, Alta. Yicre are rooms in private houses -—urite the

draveller's Digest Lur..l.

P oatts about it, so stert planning for a visit to Banff to enjoy the ieaer-
ction of alberta ratur liste! Spring leet, June 17-18, 1972,

CLUB NEWS

Alberta Natural History Society, Red Deer

New officers were recently elected. Mrs. H. Harris is now president ( ¢

letter from Mrs. Harris appears on p.l16 ). The secretary is Mr. G.Kedst, and former
President Mrs. Scoular is now corresponding secretary ( address 4£145-40 S8t.). The
treasurer is Mrs. K. Stronehan.

Kecent meetings have included a talk by Gary Fabris on the ecology of the

mountains, followed by films { Feb 24th.)

The club has taken an active part in protest against Lake Louise, and found

wide support . A local concern is the effectiveness of posting land against careless
hunters, and the club is supporting a local farmers plea for more adequate protection.

Birds reported include Pine Grosbeaks, Evening Grosbeaks, and a very few

sohemian Waxwings, perhaps because Starlings ate the }Jocal berry supplg in the fall.
There are also two reports of Redpolls.

Calgary Field Naturalists® Society

The April Calgary Field Naturalist {(vol 3 no. 10 ) contains as usual much

of interest. Anyone in the Calgary area should regard this as a must, and it contains
much of interest to the wider area of southern Alberta.

rature meetings include a talk on May 17th. on wolves of Jasper and Prinee

Albert by L. Carbyn of the Canadian Wildktife Service. Field meetings coming include
evening trips to Glenmore Park (June 7), Nose Hill (July 5), and the Pearce Estate

{August 2).
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There are also weekly field trips throughout the summer on Sundays,
starting at 10 a.m. from the Chimook Shopping Centre. Other trips are being
arranged, and the annual bus trip will be to Dinosaur Provincial Park ( date
unspecified).

A most interestin item is the report of the Natural Areas Committee,
by FAN Director Charles Bird. This club has an active committee surveying a variety
of areas in the Calgary area, with the idea of gathering basic data on which to
base future planning. Are any other clubs undertaking this, apart from the
Edmonton Natural History Club on the Wedgewood Kavine? Fuller reports on these
projects are of value to other clubs, and we hope to include some in later issues
of the Alberta Naturalist.

Other items are the first part of a series summarising migration and
occurrences of birds in the Calgary area, covering Loons to bucks, by Chip
Weseloh, Calgary should be coming up towards enough data for a full account of the
local birds soon. Any other clubs fodlowing sait?

A page of first observations of birds in the area includes a remarkable
list, Bufflehaed on reb 27, and 32 species in march, including meadowlark, robin
Jinco, tree sparrow, and many hawks and ducks.

The usual long list of recent records includes a fourth Glaucous Gull for

the province, on an unspecified prairie slough,

Edmonton Natural History Club

This club also publishes a monthly newsletter, usually of three foolscap
pages, Recent meetings included the enjoyable Member's Night on March 14, held
in Molson's Edmonton House. A wide variety of exhibits and slides were on view,
as well as a tape of assorted frog noises. Another meeting (February) was a talk
by Professor Patching of the University of Akberta Department of Mining and
metallurgy, who gave an interesting but unfamiliar view of strip mining. Among
figures given was the claim that only 7% square miles of Alberta was disturbed
by strip mining.

A feature of this club's activities is a winter field trip on snowshoes,
and thirteen members once again turned out for the trip in Elk Island National
Park. Little was seen compared with a summer trip, but much of interest for the
time of year. ( Information for March Newsletter)

PROVINCIAL NEWS

Environment Conservation Authority Hearings

Following its successful hearings on Cooking Lake and Strip Mining,
the ECA are holding further hearings. The next are on conservation of Historic
and Archaeological kesources in June, to be followed in due course by:
1) The Environmental Effects of the Operation of Sulphur Extraction Gas Plangs
2) Land Use and Development Within the Canmore Corridor
3) Keclamation and Development of the Crowsnest Area
4) Regulated Vevelopment within the Strathcona Industrial Corridor
5) The Environmental effects of the use of Insecticides, Pesticides and
hard chemicals.
6) The impact on the environment of lorest utilization
7) Impact on the Environment of 0il and Gas Exploration, development
and transportation.
The report on the Cooking Lake Hearing is out, and will be discussed in
a later issue. FAN is of course planning to make representations on all of the
hearings that concern its areas of igterest.
Other news from EUA is of the resignation of Mr. Paul Babey, one of its
three members. His successor is not yet known.
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REPORT ON Pupilit ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE ENVIRONMENT CONSt.KVATION AUTHORITY

{ This report was prppared by your president, who represents FAN on the PAC,
for the February meeting of the FAN Directors. )

As a representative of the Federation of Alberta Naturalists, 1 was
appointed to the committee in 1971, and attended the first two-day meeting in
November. This was partly in plenary session, and partly split into four groups
to consider problems in Renewable Resources, Non-renewable resources, Pollution
and bknvironmendal Protection. The membership is very wide ranging, and includes
representatives of all kinds of organisations with provincial interests. The Envir-
onmental Protection Study Group, for instance, includes representatives of
pollution, teachers, wilderness and parks organisations, universities, cities
and towns, Unifarm, school trustees, Chambers of Commerce and the indian and
Metis Associations.

The first meeting took a while to settle down, not surprisingly in view
of the lack of precedent, the wide diversity of people, and the range of topics =»
available fer discussion. However, an organizational framework was developed, with
the study groups having a continued existence, co-ordinated by a committee of the
chairmen and others, kach study group attempted to identify the most significant
problems, and is proceeding in various ways to tackle them. The Environmental
Protection Study Group ( of which & am chairman ) is looking among other things
at the development of an inventory of preserved areas in the province, and at ways
of developing a co-ordinated system of natural areas.

A full report of the November meeting has not yet been issued, but meanwhile
1 would be happy to supply any further information. As a representative of the
tederation, 1 would be equally happy to raise any questions that may arise from
member clubs,

THE winUSAUR ribeLD TriP

The Department of Extension of the university of Alberta has announced a
Dinosaur rield trip, May 19-22., Several similar trips have been held in the past
as follow-ups to winter courses, but have not been widely advertised because course
attendance has been adequate to fill them. This year wider advertising has been
issued, both for this trip and a following one to the Willmore wilderness area.
The trips are under the guidance of university professional staff, and promise to
be very good. Vetails from the Department of Extension, the university of Alberta,
Edmonton 7. it is unlikely that there will be places left on the winosaur trip,
but an expression of interest is likely to ensure future trips.

LULN MEETinG, BANEEF,

the international Union for the Conservation of nature and Natural Kesources
is holding 1ts llth. General Assembly in Banff from 10 to lo September 1972, These
meetings are held every three years, and a wide variety of international names in
conservation can be expected. Technical sessions will cover Envirenmental Quality
in a Changing World, national and intermational Environmental Policies, kcological
multi-disciplinary approach to development planning, Conservation as a long-term
development tool, Sharing depleting resources, Kesource Utilization and Conservation,
management of Non-Agricultural xural Lands, wynamics of Vanishing Species and their
nabitats, and Conservation of Marine nabitats,

rAn's oflicial representative will be chairman of our Parks, Natural Areas and
wilderne-s committce, Aileen Harmon, and other members hope to attend.
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NATIONAL NEW>

Canadian nature rederation Progress

The CnF has now raised sufficient funds to employ a full time kxecutive
virector. Ted Mosquin, the former rresident, is now working full time for CNr
in this position, and the new rresident is Doug rimlott, well known for his work
on wolves and wilderness,

nature CLanada is at last due to be mailed as 1 write this, and so copies
may well be out betore members receive this copy of the Alberta waturalist.
membership continues to grow steadily, and this can be expected to accelerate as
the new magazine makes the organization better known. membership is already nearly
double that inherited Irom the former Canadian Audubon Society. All readers who
arc not yet members should write in now to make sure of receciving nature Lanada
from the beginning, and help get our tirst wational organisation off the ground witnh
a bang,( 46 Elgin Strcet, Ottawa, Canada K1P 5K6)

vetails ot the Edmonton conference are now being finalised, and a number
of major speakers are signed up. ‘there will be tield trips and exhibits, and the
exhibition of mature Art in the rrovincial Museum. Plan now to attend

man and nesources Lonference

The Canadian Council of xesource and rnvironment Ministers is holding thés
ma jor national conterence 1n 1Y73. Part of the planning process is an extensive
series ol mectings at local and provincial level across the country, and these are
already under way in Alberta, mainly in rural communities.

ithrough these consuldétions there will be opportunities to feed in local
problems to the national level, and the conference will also be planned to have
follow up back to the grass roots level.

At the moment it seems that there will be two provinciai workshops, in
r.dmonton and Calgary, about September of this ycar. ror details write to the
LUKEm at 1170 beaver Hall >quare, sontreal 111, P.Q.

LOnrenbaten Un 1Hk HumAN ENVIRUNMEN
in case no-one has noticed, 1972 is the year for conferences on environmental

problems, The highest level one is organised by uneStV, in Stockholm in June. ne

are not expecting many recaders to plan to attend, but there is an opportunity to

put in views on the tanadian submission at a serics of hearings across the country.

interested organisalions shonld ! 1

“ave heen informel; just as well as this nolice |s
likely to come too late. The hearings seem to have becen planned at somewhat short
notice, and your submissions will hardly have much effect except at the local
level, Details from P.0. Box 8036, Ottawa, K1G3P9.

OVERHEARD (8)

In the midst of all this consideration of the despoiled environment we
often neglect to turn students on to the beauty and value of the natural environment.
If we believe that this type of environment has faundamental value in modern life,
then we should make students aware of those values.

Prof. M.McLaren (Simon Fraser University)
( Address on knvironmental Education: the Exploration of the Human Environmeht®)
1972 ALA Convention.
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FAN PROJECTS

BLOOMING TIMES OF ALBERTA FLOWERING PLANTS(1¥y C.D. Bird

I propose that, starting this year, members of the Federation of
Alberta Naturalists start recording the time of blooming of our Alberta
flowering plants. Observations should include common and scientific names,
place, habitat, elevation, date, and observer's name. Note should be made
of whether the plant is starting to flower, is at the peak of bloom, or is
almost through blooming. Observations should be sent to myself (Department
of Biology, University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta). A supply of special
Observation Forms can be obtained on request.

It is hoped that many observations will be made so that analysis will
reveal what differences occur due to latitude or elevation, e.g. last year
Thermopsis rhombifolia (golden bean) was flowering at Writing-on-stone
Provincial Park on April 15 but it did not start blooming in the Calgary
area until May 5. It would be desirable to test the accuracy of Hopkin's
Bioclimatic Law which states: "Other things being equal, the variation in
the time of occurrence of a given periodic event in the life activity in
temperate North America is at the general average rate of four days for each
degree of latitude, five degrees of longitude, and 400 feet of altitude;
later northward, eastward, and upward in spring and early summer; and the
reverse in late summer and autumn.'

It is desirable to have data of this sort gathered for many years so
that it could be used to determine the earliness or lateness of the season
of a given year, or so that correlations could be made with other seasonal
events such as movements of migratory birds. The only major source of local
data of this kind is a paper by the late Dr. Ezra Moss (Can. Field-Nat. 74:
113-118) in 1960 on spring blooming records at Edmonton from 1926-1958.

A program of actively gathering blooming record data was started by the
Calgary Field Naturalists' Society in 1971 and the results are published in
the Calgary Field Naturalist. The flowering dates in the Calgary area for
1971, of a select group of spring flowers, follows:

Amelanchier alnifolia (saskatoon): May 15 - June 13.

Anemone patens var. wolfgangiana (prairie crocus): April 13 - July 7.
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (bearberry): May 8 - June 13.

Caragana arborescens (caragana): May 25 - June 8.

Comandra pallida (bastard toad-flax): Junme 9 - July 7.
Fragaria virginiana var. glauca (strawberry): May 8 - July 7.
Geum triflorum (three flowered avens): May 8 - July 7.
Lithospermum ruderale (puccoon): May 16 - July 7.

Penstemon nitidus (smooth blue beard-tongue): May 15 - June 9.
Phlox hoodii (moss phlox): April 22 - May 23.

Populus balsamifera (balsam poplar): April 20 - May 9.

P. tremuloides (aspen poplar): May 6 - May 9.

Potentilla concinna (early cinquefoil): May 8 - May 23,

Prunus virginiana (choke cherry): June 9.

Ranunculus rhomboideus (prairie buttercup): May 6 - May 9.
Rosa woodsii (common wild rose): June 9 - August 8.

Smilacina stellata (star-flowered solomon's-seal): May 19 - July 9.
Syringa vulgaris (lilac): May 25 - July 2.

Thermopsis rhombifolia (golden bean): May 5 - June 13.

Viola adunca (early blue violet): May 11 - June 13.

Zizia aptera (heart-leaved alexanders): May 26 - July 7,
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BREEDING BIRD SURVEYS IN ALBERTA (1) Jack Park

( Jack is the enthusiastic field secretary for the Edmonton Natural History Club).
He took over co-ordinating the Alberta part of the survey recently, working with
Tony Erskine 6f the Canadian Wildlife Service and other Alberta Naturalists. This
initial report on the project includes background material from the CWS circulars.
e hope to include further reports on the project in the AN).

The breeding bird survey was started by the Migratory Bird Populations Station
of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. In Canada, it is supervised by the
Canadian Wildlife Service. Man's activities are changing his environment in ways
which may be expected to affect bird numbers. The question of whether any living
creature, including man, can long survive the prevalent massive and widespread poll-
ution is of critical concern not only to ecologists but everyone. The Breeding Bird
Survey is an attempt to direct some of the mnthusiasm of volunteer bird observers
across North America into efforts to look for and measure changes in bird populations
resulting from environmental changes. Assessment of trends over wide areas can be
assessed most conveniently by random sampling.

One or more routes, each 24% miles long, was selected within each one degree
block of latitude and logitude. The number of routes surveyed in each degree block
is uniform throughout a province or lafge section of a province. Each route is
surveyed by car once a year during June in good weather. Surveys are started 30
minutes before sunrise and 50 stops are made at )% mile intervals, At each stop,
one observer counts all birds heard and those seen within a Y% mile during a three-
minute period. The number of birds at each stop, and the weather ( sky, wind, temp-
erature) and time at start and finish of the survey are recorded on special forms.

Surveys in Alberta started in 1968 and have increased from 7 routes from
that time to 17 in 1971. This year at least 24 routes will be run, covering the
province from the foothills eastward to the Saskatchewan border, and from the Lorder
of the United States as far north as between 54 and 55 latitude. The mountain and
Peace River areas are still not covered, although routes in these areas have been
drawn up.

There is stidl an opportunity for enthusiastic bird watchers to take part
in this scheme, For further information please write Jack L. Park, 10236-70 St.,
Edmonton, Alberta T6A 2T4

A PROVINCIAL BIRD (3)
(The following letter has been received from Mrs. Doris H. Ramsay on behalf of
the 01d Cabin Crafts Society, Calgary)

Dear Mr. Spalding,

At a meeting of the O0ld Cabin Crafts Society I was instructed to write to
you, to tell you that the Society would like to support you in your quest to have
the Government of Alberta adopt a bird as emblematic of Alberta.

We were also thinking that a tree and animal might be adopted. The reason
being that having these three identified with Alberta would give our artists and
craftsmen something definite to work with, over and above the Alberta Rose.

We would be glad to hear from you with regard to what we could do to help
with the project,

Yours truly,

Doris H. Ramsay. (Manager of the Calgary Cabin)
We are glad to have this letter of support, which adds a new dimension to our
proposal. Letters in support of the proposal are probably the best means of
helping ot this stage, although later there will be the opportunity for wider
participation. What do members think about the additional suggestions?
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(Information selected from the card index at the PMAA - additional
data would be welcome).

STEPHEN WOODMAN EATON (b, 22,12.1918).

Dr. Baton, now on the staff of the Dept. of Biological
Sciences at St. Bonaventure University, New York, is one of a
number of ornithologists to have made useful contributions to the
Alberta literature as a result of one expedition.

In 1940, with one companion, he made a canoe trip down the
Peace and Slave rivers, and on to Great Slave Lake, and returned
by power boats up the Athabasca to McMurray. Although the delta
area and Slave River had been visited by a number of previous
expeditions, the Peace River part of the journey, below Peace
River town, was then untouched ground, most of which has scarcely
been studied since. The trip was made in June and July, and 89
species were recorded. No specimens were collected.

A report on the expedition was published in 1948, and
contained summaries of the numbers seen, comments on the most
interesting birds, and on analysis of the geographical affinities
of the fauna,

Son of Dr. E.H. EBaton, who was for six years New York State
Ornithologist, Dr. Eaton was clearly early interested in birds.
He is a life elective member (1969) of the American Ornithologists
Union and became associated with the Laboratory of Ornithology at
Cornell University. His Ph.D. thesis (1949) was a study of the
Ovenbird and Waterthrushes. A paper based in part on this,
describes variation in the Northern Waterthrush, and refers to some
Alberta material. Recent work has been on the Wild Turkey.
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WHAT'S GOING ON (1) The Candian Wolf Defenders by Robert C. Gusast
(This new column will feature the activities of other organisations active on the

conservation scene in Alberta - contributions welcome)

Canadian Wolf Defenders is a society dedicated to conservation and understand-
ing of one of Canada's most magnificent wild animals, the wolf. The organization
was formed in February, 1968 under the leadership of Robert C. Gueet, a resident
of the Peace River country. Initially, the main objective of the society was to
help change the old wolf émage: in other words to take a definite stand to see
wolves given some protection in view of increased pressure from hunters, stockmen
and others who could not tolerate natural predators. This was done partly by the
following objectives which were introduced in late 1969:

1. To educate the public in a variety of ways.

2. To abolish the bounty system.

3. To outlaw the use of poison for wildlife.

4 To outlaw shooténg from aircraft and snow vehicles.
5. To have government protection for endangered species.
. To establish more wilderness areas.

7. To oppose the misuse of firearms.

Since that time, Canadian Wold Defenders has built up a membership of
near 2000 members, mainly in North America, but including some in Europe. Its
views have been widely featured in the North American Press, including Time and
Weekend magazines, and has appeared on TV. Among its activities have been ah approach
to provincial governments on control policy, and a publicity campaggn. It has
branches in Ontario and California, and others may be starting in Utah, Wisconsin,
and Saskatchewan,

The parent body still meets in Edmonton, and issues &n occasional newsletter.
Major problems are in the north, and the problems of bounties and poison, and the
group needs further support. Annual membership is 2 dollars, and the address is
P.0.Box 3480, Edmonton 41, Alberta.

OVERHEARD(9) llehold the mighty dinosaur
Famous in prehistoric lore
Not only for his power and strength
But for his intellectual length,
You will observe by these remains
The creature had two sets of brains-
One in his head ( the usual place),
The other at his spinal base.
Thus he could reason "A priori"
As well as "A posteriori"
No problem bLothered him a bit
He made both head and tail of it
So wise was he, so wise and solemn,
Each thought just filled a spinal column.
If one brain found the pressure strong
It passed a few ideas along.
If something slipped his forward mind
'Twas rescued by the one behind
And if in error he was caught
He had a saving afterthought.
As he thought twice before he spoke
He had no judgment to revoke.
Thus he could think without congestion
Upon both sides of every question.
Oh gaze upon this model beast
Defunct ten million years at least.

Bert Taylor 1912
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Only nine years ago 'Silant Spring' opened a new era
in conservation. The author, a successful popular writer in the
natural history field, produced a book that pin-pointed the
growing dangers of careless use of pesticides and pointed the
way to alternative methods of control. It had a reception
astonishing in its diversity -~ from praise by the conservationists
through to downright abuse from the makers and users of pesticides.
Much of the carefully documented content was new even to those
who were in close touch with the field, and a varlety of legit-
imate and illegitimate attempts were made to discredit the author
and her writings.

Now the book can bs seen as the starting point of
modern concern over pesticides, which have kept them in the naws
aver since. It has helped to rouse public opinion to permit
banning or limitation of use of some pesticides, and has caused
some manufacturers and users to take more responsible attitudes.
As an information source it still remains a basic work in the
field, supplemented now by a sequel 'Since Silent Spring'
published since the author's death. As a best-seller 1t has
kept Rachel Carson's other books widely available in paperback.
As a book it should be on every naturalist's shelf and be read
and re-rsad. As a sample, try this short passage on British
Columbia problems.

"Phere an outbreak of the black~headed budworm had
been raging for saveral years., Forestry officials, fearing that
another season's defoliation might result in severe loss of traes,
decided to carry out control operations in 1957. There were many
consultations with the Game Department, whose offlcials were
concerned about the salmon runs. The Forest Biology Division
agreed to modify the spraying programme in every possible way
short of destroying its effectiveness, in order to reduce risks
to the fish.

Despite these precautions, and despite the fact that

a sincere effort was apparsntly made, in at least four major
streams almost 100 per cent of the salmon were killed."

D.A.B.S. 2.2.1971
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CONSERVATION COMMENT ( 2) Village Lake Louise again. by Aileen Harmon
(Ed, This is a condensed summary of the Federation's brief on Village Lake Louise,
prepased by Aileen, chairman of the Parks, Natural Areas and Wilderness Committec)

This brief is a position paper from the Federation of Alberta Naturalists...

FAN is interested in seeing conservation principles applied to all land use probiems
in Alberta... conservation in the sense of the wisest use of natural resources for
the maximum benefit. We believe that a major wise use of land is to preserve adequate
samples..in a natural or near natural state, for study, education and enjoyment.

In this context we wélcome the contribution of the National Parks system to this
need, and the clarification of purpose...will make it easier to assess the value...
...Natural areas are increasingly @nder pressure.....lDevelopment in natural areas

is rarely reversible,

...unfortunate that the principle of public involvement developed so late; other-
wise the National Parks Branch would...not have made a commitment in the direction
so clearly contrary to...informed opinion on National Parks planning. Tf this village
is built, the impact..will be most serious.... there are no major ski resorts in
any other national park in the world.

..Facility oriented recreation, townsite development and other undesirable
features associated with the Village Lake Ledise project are clearly inappropriate
in a National Park. FAN is ..totally opposed to this development... Planning on
a modest, purely functional scale, seems indicated near the Lake Louise junction
... Certaihly a major interpretive centre is badly needed here...

Since the Lake Louise area has...been suffering from..heavy visitor use, any
international advertising to increase this will only aggravate the situation. Sim-
ilarly,...the recently approved twinning of the Trans-Canada Highway .. has a direct
bearing on the Lake Louise planning....

As naturalists we are of course concerned with the ecology, and ...can find
no documentation of any ecological studies in the planning area, Effects of over-use
are clearly evident at Moraine Lake and Lake Louise, and this would intensify with
..additional numbers. '

Tree claaring for ski slopes provides unsightly stumps, Native vegetation will
thrive in these clearings if allowed, but stumping and slope seeding with exotic
grass mixtures is ecologically undesirable. Above timberline any grading of trails
or runs is disastrous, since native vegetation is very slow to reestablish here.

Over-use of the Ptarmigah Valley by horses is already serious.....The..valley
is used by wolverine and grizzlies. Are they going to be crowded out?

The main problem at Lake Louise is currently one of bear-human relationships.
Increasing garbage attracts them... last summer there were probably 30 grizzlies
in the area. Camper education about food storage and upgrading of garbage collection
are needed,The introduction of a major townsite cannot be handled by normal practice
and incineration is hardly desirable.... only the bear can lose - a major park
value would give way to an exotic resort,

The plan for Village Lake Louise creates a precedent for modern townsites...
could be fatal to the National Parks in Canada.

..wish to commend ..Branch on dheir decision to cancel plans for visitor centres
at Saskatchewan River Crossing, Pocahontas and Poboktan, and we hope that they will
..maintain controls on..Lake Louise so that a visitor service centre does not expand
inte another townsite. The National Parks are to be used by tourists...but they
are not to be the tool of the tourist industry.
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€LUB CORNER (2)

by Ffances Schultz & Helen Schuler

%, Genmsral suggestions for getbimg starteds

2, The club can be started with just a few interested persons. Don't
wait for a large number,

b. Don*t paniec about getting an executive right away, as long es someone
will arrange meetings, You may want to meet as an unorgznized group
for several meetings until you know one another and can choose an
executive,

Ce For en initial meeting, arrange for a good film (inexpensive NFB films
are available from many libraries), and get announcements in to
your newspaper and radio stations, Two people arranged the first
Lethbridge meeting, a film, and announcements in the paper and radio
stations brought out enough people to indicate the intorest to start
the club,

d, Initielly, keep the executive simple - president, vice-precident,
secretary, treasurer and several directors, If your club is to be
a family elub, try and have one junior director, Later, you may want
to dividecthe secretary's job into recording and corresponding,

e, Most clubs meet once a month, ZHstablish a regular meeiing night,such
as the second Friday, so members will set that time aside, Also try
for a free meeting nlace, at leact until you're well established,

f. Prepare a brochure explaining your org.inization, These can be done
inexpensively with difito or gestetner stencils, Find an office or
& teacher who, supplied with the materials, will be willing to run
off the coples for you, Meke these aveilable inplaces such as your
library and other public places,

g« Memberships should be kept low, but not so low that you can't do
anything, An example, some clubs have family fees 33,00, single 32,00,
and dident 50¢, Tf the fees are much lower, you may not have the
funds foer notices or ncwsletters,

h, Start a newsletter, no matter how modest, It may he o one shect
letter anrruncing the next meeting, progvam, and buciness agence, I1f
you inelude information about the items of buciness, the mombers
will be mors informed for mekin- buciness decisions, 3ome clubs
publish wildlife observations each nonth,

1. Make conteet with all the local educalional institutions, public
libraries, ete, Through them, many intecrested poople can be contacted,
The phone number of onc of the orgenizing marhers should be made
available for general inquiries sbout the club,

Jo Hstablish communications with other similar organizations such as local
fish and game groups, hiking and mountaineerine clube, and verious
corgervation socictice both provincial am. national,

ko liake use of all your local r:cources: ez, biology teachers, amateur
naturaliets, governmentnl staff fror depertments of agriculture, forectry,
fish and wildlife, ete, '

: : d to mention that the princi al
used in preparaf‘.xon of the history of the Alberta Natural Hiqtgryngéz‘iietsource
was the manuscript history by Mrs. Scoular. N #



	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017

