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The Federation of Alberta Naturalists is composed of natural history
clubs from across the province. The aims of the Federation are:
(a) To encourage among all Albertans, by all means possible, an
increase in their knowledge of natural history and understanding of
ecological processes;
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(b) To promote an increase in the exchange of information and views
between natural history clubs and societies in Alberta;
(c) To foster and assist in the formation of additional natural history
clubs and societies in Alberta;
(d) To promote the establishment of natural areas and nature reserves,
to conserve and protect species, communities or other features of
interest;
(e) To organize, or coordinate symposia, conferences, field meetings,
nature camps, research and other activities whether of a similar or
dissimilar nature;
(f) To provide the naturalists of Alberta with a forum in which
questions relating to the conservation of the natural environment may
be discussed, so that united positions can be developed on them, and
to provide the means of translating these positions into appropriate
actions.
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EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER
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On Government

Communication, Spending and
Environmental Economics
BY SANDRA FOSS

We have strange things happening in our provincial government. Sustainable Resource
Development is pushing its Integrated Land Management plan really hard, again (for
at least the third time in 20 years), but seems to have neglected to communicate with
Community Development or Parks & Protected areas or Energy or Environment on
environmental and recreational issues.
This despite the fact that on the
Alberta payroll, funded by Alberta
taxpayers and reporting directly
to the Premier’s office, there are
135 “Public Affairs” staff or spin
doctors! I don’t know about you,
but I don’t appreciate the
obfuscation that emanates from
government offices. I don’t like
being “spun” to. I prefer the facts,
unadjusted and unaltered! Why
aren’t these Communications
people communicating? Many
government departments work on
the same piece of landscape. The
first priority should be to have all
government departments talking
to each other, and being aware of
what others are doing, so they are
not working in opposing
directions.
The Alberta government has run
up a huge environmental deficit.
Albertans ranked environment as
their third priority in the It’s Your

Future survey, but government
spending on the environment has
actually declined over the years.
$16.3 billion (63%) of the budget
has been committed to the two
top priority areas of Alberta
taxpayers, health and education.
The environment (third priority)
will receive less than 0.19 billion
(0.7%). The government spends
more to support gambling
through Alberta Gaming than on
Alberta Environment! There is a
gap in thinking, when connecting
us to our environment. If the
environment is in trouble, so are
we! Environmental groups and
scientists are asking Klein to put
more money into environmental
protection including establishment
of protected areas, addressing the
decline of woodland caribou,
grizzly bears, and fish in the
province, improving forest
management, and conserving
water resources. However, it

seems that industry is calling the
shots, and they “self police”.
There are many economic benefits to
a healthy environment. To give just a
few examples: fisherman come from
all over the world to angle in
Alberta’s Bow and Crowsnest rivers
and tourists come to enjoy the
spectacular scenery and wide variety
of wildlife, hiking, climbing and
caving, camping, canoeing,
kayaking, skiing, photography and
other recreation. According to the
magazine “Bird Conservation”, in the
Nov 2001 issue, the amount spent
just to watch birds is staggering. In
the USA….46 million birders,
represent $32 billion in retail sales,
$85 billion in overall economic
output, $13 billion in state and
federal taxes, and 836,406 jobs
created. (report is at
http:federalaid.fws.gov). Canada has
10% of the population, so taking 10%
of the US numbers gives an idea of
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the probable figures for Canada.
Alberta communities are
discovering that nature-based
tourism brings with it significant
economic benefit.
But wildlife watching, fishing,
hunting and environmental
tourism won’t bring in any more
dollars when the wildlife is gone
and our remaining wild places
are sacrificed for the benefit of

industry. We know birds are in
trouble now, and at the current
rate of industrialization of this
province, it is only a matter of
time until the birds, the sport
fish, the grizzlies and the caribou
are gone. If you are not happy
with what is happening, how
YOUR tax dollars are being
spent, and if you believe
protecting the Alberta

environment is worthy of more
resources than promoting VLT’s,
then tell your MLA. We all need
to lobby our MLA’s if we’re
going to turn things around in
Alberta.
A complete listing of Provincial
MLAs is available at the
Legislative Assembly website at
http://www.assembly.ab.ca/lao/
mla/index.asp.

Word Search: Oil Spill in Alberta
BY LAURIE L. LYWAK

Circle the words found below. Words
may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and
may be spelled backwards. The remaining
letters can be rearranged to answer the
following clue:
_______________ LAKE
Ban
Beach
Blockade
Boom
Buoy
Cancer
Cry
Emergency
Evacuation
Death
Delay
Denial
Fix
Lake
Leak
Life

Noshow
Odour
Oil
Pole
Railway
Science
Scum
Sludge
Tanker
Tar
Tragedy
Toxic
Volunteers
Water
Well

SOLUTION FOUND ON PAGE 19
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Perception&Activism
BY BRIAN PARKER

Any introductory psychology text will tell you that visual perception is everything.
Splash images of oil slicks, oil-covered birds and smashed freight cars over the airwaves
and there will be an immediate sensation.
Once the first images of young
children picking oiled birds from
the shoreline hit the evening
news even hardened politicians
have little choice but to respond.
Hundreds, if not thousands of
citizens will demand action and
for a few brief days the
environment will rise to the top
of the Alberta agenda, displacing
business and economic concerns.
It’s truly a remarkable response
in a province and a country,
where, for the most part, the
environment has been
government’s and industry’s
whipping boy for the better part
of two decades.
But let’s face facts. Although
visually spectacular, the
Wabamun Lake oil spill is small
potatoes when compared to
some of the other environmental
issues affecting this province. For
most lake users, things should
get back to normal within a few
years, although traces of the spill
likely will remain evident in lake
sediments, and perhaps local
soils and groundwaters, for
decades. Global climate change
as a result of increased
greenhouse gas concentrations in

the atmosphere potentially will
have massive impacts, widely
spread across the province, and
lasting much longer. And the cost
to Alberta society will be
correspondingly large. So why
isn’t there an uprising of emotion
of similar scale to that we have
observed with respect to
Wabamun Lake?
Perhaps it all comes down to
visual perception. We can see the
impacts of an oil spill. They are
dramatic, they occur quickly and
there is no doubt to their cause.
And when we volunteer to help
clean up the mess, we instantly
see the results of our work. We
can measure the success of our
efforts by the number of bags of
oil-soaked absorbent we carry
away at the end of the day or the
number of birds we have washed
free of oil. Climate warming is
more insidious. Climate may
change so slowly, over decades,
that Pauly’s ratchet (the sliding
baseline syndrome) may prevent
us from seeing the change. Even
if we are concerned, the actions
we can take as individuals are
insignificant unless many
thousands of others join with us.

And we can’t directly visualize the
effects of our actions when dealing
with transparent gases (I’ve often
wondered if CO2 was a brown gas,
and we could see it belching from
our automobile exhausts and
furnace chimneys, if that would
make a difference). Further, even if
we reduce greenhouse gas
emissions immediately, the inertia
of the changes we have already
imposed will continue to warm our
planet for the next several decades.
Thus we won’t see the effects of
our efforts for many years. Our
perception of oil spills and climate
change is thus quite different. An
oil spill is tangible, immediate and
visible. Visualizing climate change
is a perceptual challenge for most
of us.
We know from the Wabamun Lake
experience that Albertans will
respond strongly to clearly
perceived, easily visualized
environmental insults. But how do
we develop and sustain that
response when considering other
environmental problems. When we
don’t have an image of a young
child in waders holding an oilsoaked bird to crystallize public
opinion?
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Dear Editor:
Railways, drinking water, and corporate greed….
BY SANDRA FOSS

The latest Gallon Environment
Letter starts out “If a chemical
plant spilled 50,000 litres of
sodium hydroxide into a river, or
if an oil refinery dumped 1.3
million litres of fuel oil into a lake,
there would be hell to pay. Under
Ontario’s new provincial law,
charges would be laid not only
against the company but also
against executives of the company
and any operators that may have
been liable. When freight trains
derail and cause exactly those
spills, the rail carriers treat it as
just another wreck, governments
yawn, and the owners of the
chemicals are nowhere to be
found.”
Five days after the spill, local
volunteers who came out to help
birds trapped in the oil that was
spilled recently at Lake Wabuman
learned that they should be
concerned about their own health,
as content of one of the tankers
that spilled the 1.3 million litres of
bunker C fuel oil into the lake
seemed to have mysteriously
morphed into an Imperial Oil
product called Pole Treating Oil.
The latter oil contains high levels
of polycyclic aromatic compounds
that have been shown to cause
cancer following prolonged or
repeated exposure. Of course,
those volunteers wading in the
lake to retrieve coated wildlife
had repeated exposure! Imperial
Oil and CN Rail seemed unaware
of, or were not admitting, what
was in the rail cars. Bunker C fuel
oil and Pole Treating Oil are both

hazardous to health, and if not
now, should be declared
dangerous goods.

accountable in this province. They
should be charged with criminal
negligence in this case.

Lake Wabuman is a prime
recreation area, a provincial park
and source for drinking water for
residents and tourists in the area
enjoying summer activities, in and
on the lake. Now, they cannot
drink the water from wells, or
even touch the water….never
mind swimming or boating or
fishing.

Train derailments are a fact of life in
Alberta, and our governments MUST
be more prepared. In 1996, twenty-two
cars of a Canadian National Railway
freight train slid down a river
embankment west of Edson: In 2001
five Canadian Pacific Railway cars
spilled more than 71 tonnes of
anhydrous ammonia in Red Deer, in
2003 18 cars spilled anhydrous
ammonia near Vulcan.

Because there were two toxic
railway spills in the news at the
same time, it calls to our attention
the plight of our declining water
supply and those creatures that
live in & on it. There are rail lines
running along the edge of
numerous rivers, lakes and other
water sources. Historically, steam
engines needed proximity to
water, and the flat land near
water’s edge was the least
expensive place to put a rail line.
Railways may not be the best or
safest way to ship hazardous
goods, as they seem to have
trouble keeping rail lines
maintained to high standards, and
there are staggering impacts when
there are spills into a watercourse.
Greed is a prime motivator for
increasing the length of freight
trains, and correspondingly- as
the trains grow longer, the
number of derailments has
increased. It is time that the top
executives of companies shipping
hazardous goods and shipping
companies the railways are held

It is time for Canada and Alberta to pay
attention to the environment, which is
inextricably linked to the health of our
citizens. The frighteningly callous
attitude of both levels of government
towards Albertans must change. Our
government has been irresponsible by
not forcing clean up efforts to take
priority over track repair. The railway
put profit before safety. It was only
concerned with track repair, not
containment and cleanup of this huge
spill. Under the Dangerous Goods
Transportation & Handling Act, the
Alberta government can take over all
containment and clean up efforts and
on completion the Crown can bill the
offender. As one provincial MLA told
me, “CN brushed us off like flies” at a
public meeting with the residents of
the area.
If you are concerned about the
handling of dangerous goods, the
safety of volunteers, the safety of our
water supply, or the lack of a disaster
plan to deal with these frequent
incidents, tell your MLA!
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Wabamun Lake Oil Spill
On 3 August 2005, a Canadian
National Railway (CN) train
derailed, spilling up to 1.3
million litres of heavy bunker
fuel oil and 80,000 litres of
toxic wood preservative on the
shoreline and waters of
Wabamun Lake. Two days after
the derailment CN’s trains were
running while the cleanup
effort had yet to get fully
underway. In an unusual move,
ABENV issued an
environmental protection order
specifying timelines within
which CN must complete
cleanup operations. Of
particular concern was a threeday delay in notifying the
province, the community and
railway employees about the
spill of toxic, potentially cancercausing, wood preservative.
Area residents were advised not
to drink or otherwise use well
or lake water and to avoid

water based activities
(fishing, swimming,
boating) and handling
oil-soaked birds. The oil
spill caused problems for
waterfowl. Birds that
come in contact with oil
experience a loss of
buoyancy, death from
hypothermia or become
ill from preening
feathers coated with
toxic chemicals.
Hundreds of birds were
collected and taken to a
treatment centre for cleaning.
So far, in 2005, railway
derailments have significantly
increased compared to the
previous 5 years, and include a
recent BC incident where a
large quantity of caustic soda
was released into a coastal
river. Increased length of trains
and track maintenance
concerns have been proposed

to be responsible for the increase
in the number of ‘accidents’.
This spill, and the weak initial
government and railway response,
highlight shortcomings in the
transportation of toxic materials
and the lack of effective cleanup
plans both within industry and
government. Call or write your
MLA and express your concerns
on these issues.

Other Wabamun Lake Issues

Bison on Public lands

Wabamun Lake faces challenges
other than oil spills. Public
health officials periodically warn
against swimming because of
high fecal coliform counts.
Native Walleye have been
extirpated and Lake Whitefish
and Northern Pike abundance is
low due to reproductive failures
and heavy fishing pressure.
Shoreline habitat alteration by
lake residents has damaged fish
habitat. Some trace metals in
lake sediments exceed

Documents are currently being
reviewed for types of fencing that
would contain domesticated bison
on public lands and at the same
time permit other wildlife free
access. Many ranchers have
concerns about cattle diseases
being spread by bison and the
ability of wire fences to contain
the animals. To comment on
bison fencing, contact: Rachelle:
rgrumbac@ucalgary.ca, or Harvey
Gardner at (403-646-5607)

guidelines established for the
protection of aquatic life and
anthropogenic mercury
deposition is a concern. The
report “Lake Wabamun: A
Review of Scientific Studies and
Environmental Impacts”,
December 2004, summarizes
these issues. The report can be
obtained from Alberta
Environment.
Email:env.infocent@gov.ab.ca.
Phone 780-427-2700.
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Environmental Protection Commission
The Alberta Government
announced a new
Environmental Protection
Commission that will review
and make recommendations
on Alberta’s ability to respond
to environmental

Incidents such as the Wabamun
Lake oil spill. Commission
members will include
environmental experts and Alberta
citizens. “The Commission will:
recommend any changes needed
to the Alberta government’s ability

to respond, where industry cannot
or will not, to environmental
incidents such as the spill at Lake
Wabamun, identify potential high
risk incidents affecting Alberta’s
water bodies and review best
practices for responding to these
incidents.”

Increased “Experimental” Coal Bed Methane
& Natural Gas Drilling in Alberta
Alberta is running out of
conventional natural gas and is
now pursuing unconventional gas
in parts of the province. Some
significant areas are: Tight gas in
the southwest foothills, sour gas,
such as the Compton initiative on
the southeast outskirts of Calgary,
and Coalbed Methane such as at
Rumsey and the Rockyford/
Strathmore area. These initiatives
all require greater well density
than previously, and this activity
will result in greater impacts on
the environment.
Trident plans to begin drilling in
the south part of the Rumsey
Natural Area later this year to
retain some leases. Compton
wants to drill 21 to 24 exploratory
wells from six pads in the
Waldron Flats and along the
Skyline Trail on the eastern slopes
in the Porcupine Hills area.
The Report Coalbed Methane/
Natural Gas in Coal Preliminary
Findings, was prepared by the
CBM/NGC Multi-Stakeholder
Advisory Committee in July 2005.
The objective was to ensure
economic benefits of CBM/NGC

development are balanced with
the protection of land, air and
water resources. This document
can be found at http://
www.energy.gov.ab.ca/245.asp or
call Service Alberta toll-free at 3104455.
The most significant
recommendations include:
Protecting the Environment
•Review integrated land
management principles, policies
and practices relating to CBM/
NGC to ensure they maintain the
integrity and function of the
land, taking into account all
uses.
•Identify environmentally
sensitive and threatened areas
(including areas not already
designated) that are not
appropriate for CBM/NGC
development.
Approval Process to Protect
Aquifers and Water Supplies
•This process should address the
level of risk to aquifers and users
such as hydrogeological settings,
existing users, salinity and
expected volumes of water used.
A Code of Practice would apply.

Project Based Planning and
Disclosure
•This includes full project
disclosure and a review of
mitigation measures.
Improved Scientific Information
•AENV should complete its
inventory of groundwater in the
province.
•EUB and Alberta Geological
Survey (AGS) should complete
the Base of Groundwater
Protection mapping project.
•AENV and EU should investigate
the potential for unintended
effects of CBM/NGC development
of surrounding aquifers.
•Methane Migration and Release
•AENV and EUB should work with
industry to investigate the
potential for methane migration
or release to water wells as a
result of CBM/NGC
depressurization.
Best Practices Code for CBM/NGC
•Industry, government and other
stakeholders should work
together to develop, document
and implement best practices for
CBM/NGC operations.
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Cheviot Mine
In a recent court decision,
Canada’s Federal Court has
allowed the Cheviot coal mine to
proceed; despite concerns from
conservation groups and federal
government officials.
The Sierra Legal Defence Fund
had launched the court case on
behalf of Pembina Institute for
Appropriate Development, Sierra
Club of Canada, Nature Canada,

Jasper Environmental Association
and Alberta Wilderness
Association, which are opposed
to allowing the substantially
revised Cheviot mine project to
proceed without undergoing a
new environmental assessment.
Serious concerns were raised by
both Environment Canada and
Parks Canada officials with
regards to the modified project’s
environmental impacts.

Suffield National Wildlife Area
There will be opportunity for
public input into Encana’s
proposal to drill up to 1275 more
shallow gas wells at CFB
Suffield, in the protected
National Wildlife Area. Do your
homework now, so when this
opportunity is presented, you are
ready.
Background information is
available from:
http://www.pnr-rpn.ec.gc.ca/
nature/whp/nwa/suffield/
dd02s00.en.html
http://www.army.gc.ca/Suffield/
English/backgrounder_dnd.asp
http://www.annettemoen.com/
greenway/wildlife-area.html
The CFB Suffield National
Wildlife Area hosts over 1,100
catalogued species including 244
vertebrate, 462 plant, and 436
invertebrate species. The
Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada
(COSEWIC) has listed 14 of these
species as “species at risk.”
including the Swift Fox and

Electricity from Cow
Manure
Highmark Renewables, which
runs a feedlot for 36,000 cattle
in Vegreville, Alberta, has built
an $8 million power plant to
generate electricity using cow
manure. The Alberta Research
Council was involved in
developing the technology.
Currently, the plant generates
one megawatt but has the
capacity to produce between 2
and 3 megawatts.

Sprague’s Pipit. Seventy-eight
species of animals and plants
that are listed by the Status of
Alberta Wildlife 2000 as “at risk”
or “sensitive” because of their
declining abundance are found
here.” “The National Wildlife
Area has long been recognized
as ecologically unique and
fragile by the Military who have
zoned it “Out of Bounds” to all
military training and defence
research activities since 1971.
Public access is also prohibited
by authority of the National
Defence Act.”

the Wildlife Society (Northwest
Section), the Society for Range
Management, the Alberta Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, and industry including
EnCana (formerly Alberta Energy
Company), the Pipeline Grazing
Association, and the Drowning
Ford Grazing Association have
supported the designation of the
NWA at CFB Suffield.

Over the past 10 years, key
NGOs such as the World Wildlife
Fund, the Nature Conservancy of
Canada, the Sierra Club of
Canada, the Canadian Nature
Federation, the Canadian Wildlife
Federation, the Alberta
Wilderness Association, the
Federation of Alberta Naturalists,
the Society of Grasslands
Naturalists, the Alberta Fish and
Game Association, the Alberta
Society of Professional Biologists,

Consultation for Terasen
Pipeline expansion from south
of Fort MacMurray through
Edmonton, Jasper National
Park and Mount Robson
Provincial Park continues.
Pipeline capacity will be
increased to 40 kbpd by late
2008. In Alberta, new pump
stations will be built at Stony
Plain, Chip Lake, Wolf Lake
and Hinton. There is already a
pump station in Jasper.

Terason Pipeline
Expansion
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Dr. John Martin Powell
February 17, 1933 – August 4, 2005
BY SANDRA FOSS

An important member of Alberta’s natural history community died recently after a
lengthy battle with heart disease and cancer.
Being a stamp dealer, I met John
Powell about 25 years ago, as an
active philatelist. I didn’t realize
at the time that John had made
such a significant contribution to
the natural history world.
In 1981, Dr. Charles Bird wrote
that John was one of the most
active members of the natural
history world in Alberta. He and
his wife Margaret joined the
Calgary Bird Club (predecessor
to CFNS) in 1964, and was he
President of the Calgary Field
Naturalists1969-70. When his
work moved him to Edmonton,
he joined the Edmonton Bird
Club, and was a Director 1975-6.
He was Secretary at FAN’s
inaugural meeting in April 1970,
and later was the regular
Secretary 1971-72, President
1972-74 and an appointed
Director for 15 years in all. He
represented FAN extensively in
the public domain. John was a

botanist, with a Master’s degree
in Biogeography & Climatology.
John had wide and varied
scientific interests and
accomplishments, including over
130 publications by 1981, on
topics ranging from climatology
to botany, entomology and
ornithology. According to
Charles Bird in his nomination of
Dr. Powell for the 6th Loren
Goulden award, John was “a
well rounded naturalist,
conservationist and scientist”.

Royal Philatelic Society of
Canada, a Director of the Society
for many years, and the Chief
Judge for Canada. He spent
much time encouraging the
involvement of youth in
philately, and was a key member
of the Edmonton Stamp Club.
He will be missed by his family
and many different communities,
for his contributions to science
and life in Alberta, and Canada.

In recent years, Dr.
Powell was an
honoured
“Fellow” of the

For more about John Powell……see Alberta Naturalist Special Issue #1.
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The

“Living by Water”

Homesite Consultation Program, 2005

BY BONNIE TOPP, HOMESITE CONSULTATION TECHNICIAN, 2005

The Homesite Consultation Program is a Living by Water initiative. The initiative
involves a Homesite Consultation Technician visiting and assessing a client’s
shoreline property and then providing recommendations to them regarding actions
they can take to improve the health of their shoreline.
I was the Consultation
Technician in 2005. The initial
property evaluation required
1-2 hours, and during this
time, I would walk with the
residents around the property
and collect information from
the residents regarding their
lifestyle and the history and
use of the property. There are
five major areas of the report:
yard, buffer zone, built
structures, boating and house;
but it is important to learn as
much about the resident and
their property as possible, and
also address any additional
concerns that they may have.
After the initial evaluation, I
compiled the information into
a formal report and conducted
any research necessary to
answer client questions and
concerns. Once the report was
completed, a shorter follow-up
visit was made. I would then

go through all of the
documents with the resident, as
well as advise them on the
proper actions for them to take
to protect, preserve and restore
their piece of paradise to a
more environment and wildlifefriendly state. I would also try
to make recommendations that
would save them time and
money, two things everyone is
short of.
This summer, the majority of
consultations concerned lakefront properties north-west of
Edmonton at Lac La Nonne,
Nakamun Lake and Sandy Lake.
This summer was busy, thanks
in part to the Lac La Nonne
Watershed Stewardship Society,
and their effective promotion of
the program. Of the ~30
consultations I did, I found
owners to be very receptive to
the program as a whole, and
the information I provided to

them. Interestingly, I found
many residents were unaware
of how to best conserve and
preserve their lake and
shoreline. I observed people
disposing of grey water in
brush 20 feet from the water,
the use of pesticides and
fertilizers right on the
lakeshore, failing retaining
walls, clear cut and harrowed
shorelines and eroded slopes.
Most clients were willing to
change their practices —at
least to a degree— once they
learned of more environmentfriendly management practices.
Explaining the concepts of
conservation and naturalization
to lake-shore residents can be
challenging, but I felt that I
had a personal duty to do my
best to try and change the
practices on the lakes. After
seeing only a few properties, I
reasoned, “In another 20 years,
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lake is the landscape’s most beautiful and expressive
“ Afeature.
It is the earth’s eye; looking into which the
beholder measures the depth of his own nature.
”
HENRY DAVID THOREAU

The “Living by Water” Homesite Consultation Program…continued
will there be any natural areas
left for my children to see?”
Even though I hadn’t met with a
large percentage of the residents,
I knew that one must start
somewhere. My hope is that the
program will continue to be
supported for years to come, and
that the education and
awareness about environmental
issues will have a domino effect.
Seeing residents get enthusiastic
and interested about making
changes to their lifestyle and
property is very rewarding; I
believe I had a positive effect on
the environment. That sense of
personal accomplishment made
working for FAN very rewarding,
not to mention that I learned a
new set of skills that build upon

my formal education in the
biological sciences.
I would like to thank FAN and its
staff for providing me with this
opportunity; and Jerry Wispinski
of the Lac La Nonne Watershed
Stewardship Society for acting as
a liaison between myself and the
lakeshore residents and
promoting the Homesite
Program.
The Homesite Consultation
Program is a free, confidential
and voluntary service. If there
are any groups interested in
starting this project in their area,

they can contact our Provincial
Coordinator of the Living by
Water project, Kim Dacyk, phone
780-427-8124 or e-mail
kimd@fanweb.ca. Funding for
this project was provided by the
Alberta Conservation Association,
Alberta Lottery Fund,
Environment Canada, Health
Canada and Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.
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Go Wild!

With Easy to Grow Prairie
Wildflowers and Grasses

ARNICA BRIAN PARKER

REVIEW BY SELMA LOSIC

Given the ever-growing interest in creating eco-friendly
lifestyles, it is no surprise that the trend of naturalized
gardening has risen rapidly in Canada.
For those who have
considered gardening with
indigenous plant species, Go
Wild! is the perfect place to
start. Compiled by Cherry
Dodd and the Edmonton
Naturalization Group, this
book provides a concise
introduction to the world of
naturalized yards.
Go Wild!’s 94 colourful, spiralbound pages are easy to flip
through and hold open,
making it a great companion
both in the house and in the
garden. The text is organized

in an equally accessible
manner. Dodd opens with a
brief discussion on the
popularity of naturalizing
yards, listing the benefits of
gardening with native plants
while also emphasizing the
importance of preserving wild
lands. The introduction is
followed by an overview of
garden requirements as well as
general seed collection,
storage, and planting
directions. Finally, she
provides details on 32 species
of wildflowers and grasses.

Cherry Dodd and the Edmonton
Naturalization Group.
Edmonton: Edmonton Natural History
Club. 2004. 94pp.
ISBN 0-9698507-3-5.
Dodd highlights the relationships
between plants by grouping
species by family. Each plant is
then presented with its scientific
and common names, and is
accompanied with a colour
photo and some gardening
specifics. Handy quick-view
icons allow the reader to glance
each page for growing
conditions and height, making it
easy to determine which plants
will work well together in their
garden.

Go Wild! has managed to use a minimal content
approach to its advantage. In a world where free
time is precious, gardeners will appreciate this
informative yet succinct guide to growing their
own grasses and wildflowers.

GAILLARDIA BRIAN PARKER

FALL 2005

The Crowsnest Pass

Birding Festival
June 4-5, 2005
BY BOB PARSONS

I was again happy to take part in the festival and the presence of John Acorn resulted
in a record participation of over 60 nature enthusiasts, including a good turnout of
local school children.
Candace Savage, the well
known Saskatchewan author,
was also present – she was
writing an article for Canadian
Geographic to be published
later this year. The festival is
organized by the Crowsnest
Conservation Society and
partial funding comes from
Alberta Parks and Recreation.
Heavy rain prior to the
weekend did not bode well but
most of the weekend turned
out nice and some excellent
birding was enjoyed. A bird
count is part of the festivals
activities, but it is more
educational in nature than a flat
out counting exercise – songs
are learnt, calls are checked out
and the sparrows and warblers
are studied in depth. As
counters we tended to
concentrate on some of the

areas more easily accessible
from the highway – Lee Lake,
Frank Slide, The Chinook
Recreation Area. Crowsnest
and Island Lakes and on
Sunday I led a small group up
to North Burmis Road, with the
wonderful backdrop of the
Livingston Range to the west.
Eventually one ends up at the
Gap, head of the Oldman
River, which was starting to
flow high and fast! Two brief
stops, at random, produced 6
Harlequin Ducks. Quite a fluke
really, but I acted like I knew
exactly where to stop so my
reputation was enhanced.
A total of over 100 species was
seen over the 2-day period.
The highlight for me was a
male Black-headed Grosbeak,
south of the Oldman River.
Other birding memories

include Lazuli Bunting (5),
Calliope Hummingbird (3),
Rusty Blackbird (5), Graycrowned Rosey Finch,
Common Nighthawk, Willow
and Dusky Flycatchers and
Cassin’s Finch. Northern
Waterthrush were very much in
evidence but many nests must
have been in danger of being
flooded out with the rising
waters. Five Common
Redpolls were a real surprise
as were the Rusty Blackbirds.
Yellow-headed Blackbirds
were notable for their absence
but I did spot four species of
swallow from the cabin bridge
east of Island Lake (including
Northern Roughwing and
Violet-Green). The 18 Roughlegged Hawks seemed well out
of range at this time of year
but perhaps they breed in the
area?

Birding in the Pass was quite a contrast after a couple of weeks spent in the prairie
grasslands. By the end of it all I had seen close to 180 bird species over the 3-week
period. Another successful tour I think!
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Alberta Sighting of an
Ivory Gull: Long Ago but Vividly
Remembered
BY DICK DEKKER

Congratulations to the Alberta Bird Record Committee on the recent publication of the
official list of provincial birds, now 400 species and counting (Nature Alberta, Spring
2005)
I was interested to see that the
very last bird listed –in a
single-species appendix—was
the Ivory Gull. A telephone
inquiry with Dr. Jocelyn Hudon
at the Royal Alberta Museum,
confirmed that this record was
based on my 1960 sighting.
However, there have been one
or two additional reports since,
also without photo or
specimen documentation.
Digging up my field notes from
45 years ago, I had no trouble
finding the brief entry: Ivory
Gull, April 22, Brazeau Forest.
I well remember the occasion.
Accompanied by Calgary
naturalist Bill MacKay, and in
search of wolves, we had
driven deep into the forests
west of Rocky Mountain
House. The muddy road
ended at the Brazeau Forestry
Tower on a hill-top clearing
overlooking a vast boreal

wilderness unmarked by
clearcuts. Near a small cabin,
surrounded by a pool of water,
stood an old-fashioned metal
pump. And on its handle sat a
white bird of a kind we had
never seen before. Pigeon-like
in appearance, it turned out to
be a small gull, completely
white except for its black legs
and eyes. We surely must have
noticed its bill colour, but I
cannot quite remember. When
we approached, the bird flew
about in a desultory manner
and soon returned to the pump
handle.
Later that day, back home, I
got an excited call from Bill.
The bird we had seen was an
Ivory Gull, a species never
before recorded in the
province. Subsequently, Bill
wrote a short note for the
newsletter of the then Calgary
Bird Club. The record was

eventually evaluated by the
Alberta Bird Record
Committee.
According to The Birds of
Canada (Godfrey 1986), the
Ivory Gull is very rare in B.C.,
Manitoba, and the eastern
provinces. No doubt, the
Brazeau Forest is a very odd
place to see a denizen of the
high arctic that seldom leaves
the iceberg-studded ocean.
But part of the magic of birds
is that –as long as they have
wings to fly—they can show
up anywhere and any time, to
the delight of birders, be they
professionals or novices.
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A White-throated Sparrow

Raising a Cowbird
BY DEBBIE GODKIN

The loud, incessant cries of a young Cowbird at my feeder caught my attention.
I wondered what species of
songbird would show up to feed
it. Only seconds later my
question was answered when a
White-throated Sparrow flew in.
I had read about the parasitic
Cowbird in ‘The Birds of
Alberta”, by Salt and Salt; how it
lays its eggs in the nests of over
200 species of songbirds,
expecting the hosts to raise its
young. But I never expected to
see this oddity of nature, now
for the second time in one
summer. Just days earlier I had
seen a male Yellow Warbler
feeding a young Cowbird in a
branch above my feeder.
I couldn’t help but feel sorry for
the sparrow as it stuffed food
into the mouth of the Cowbird,
which was much larger than its
host. The fate of the sparrow’s
own young probably had been
starvation or being pushed out
of the nest by the bigger
Cowbird.
The sparrow continued to feed
the Cowbird two to three times
a day for the next 4 days. The

Yellow Warbler left two days
after my first sighting.
Occasionally the two Cowbirds
would appear together at the
feeder, both begging to be fed.
Not once did I see the sparrow
feed the Cowbird that the Yellow
Warbler had raised. After the

sparrow left, the two Cowbirds
were always seen together about
the yard and at the feeder. They
remained for two more weeks
before heading south for the
winter.

being fed by us, you used us so
“ And
As that ungentle gull, the cuckoo’s bird,
Useth the sparrow….
”
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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The Birds of Heaven
Travels with Cranes
REVIEW BY SANDRA FOSS

by Peter Matthiessen,with paintings and
drawings by Robert Bateman
Published by Greystone Books, a division of
Douglas & McIntyre Ltd. 2001
ISBN # 1-55054-889-1
Hard cover: $36.95

This book is filled with wonderful descriptions and illustrations of these exotic and
prehistoric birds. From the ancient Asian landscape, to the Australian outback, the
marshes of Okavango, and the Mongolian steppes, come tales of cranes, their history
and descriptions of the few remaining birds.
Some cranes are taller than a
man, (over six feet) and are
the largest flying birds on
earth. Some fly higher than the
Himalayas (over three miles
high). These are creatures that
call for superlatives.
The author has observed and
banded cranes in many parts
of the world, most quite
remote and hard to get to,
with difficult political
situations to navigate, and
challenging modes of
transport. Tales of cooking
chapatis over a campfire,
fishing in the dark in flood
swollen rivers to feed
themselves, and running
through marshes, or chasing
cranes on horseback or with
vehicles add to the adventures
of “birding” in crane country.
Liberally sprinkled with
quotations from Zen masters
to Aldo Leopold, this book
feeds the love of adventure in
all of us. The mystical beauty
of cranes, and the eastern
belief that they are
“messengers from heaven sent
to fetch departed souls

destined for immortality” adds
interest. Much Asian art and
religion features cranes.
Aborigines in Australia knew
the Australian Saurus, though it
remained undiscovered by
white men until 1961. It was
called the “brolga that dipped
its head in blood” or the “red legged brolga”. The true
brolga has black legs - it is a
totemic creature that in myths
made it’s appearance in the
“Dreamtime”. The Eastern
Saurus on the back of a turtle
symbolizes virtue and
harmony in Buddhist temples.
Cranes taste good, and are
large, and were a food source
in many areas so they became
very scarce and in need of
protection! Trapping cranes
has now been prohibited in
some parts of the world, yet in
others (like Canada) hunting
them is still permitted.
Vanishing wetlands caused by
the ravages of war and
agriculture, have had a major

impact on crane numbers and
species. With restoration efforts a
few cranes are being seen once
again in various parts of the
world.
In Asia, the Eastern Saurus has
made a comeback to 1000 birds
counted in 1988. The
International Crane Foundation
(ICF) has encouraged efforts
world wide to protect these
majestic birds and their habitat,
as they are an “umbrella
species”. If there is habitat for
cranes, then there is habitat for
many other creatures that live in
similar ecosystems. Because
cranes migrate vast distances,
international conservation efforts
are necessary.
If these wonderful birds that
dance, with their wild and
haunting cries, interest you for
their beauty or symbolism, you
will find this book of great
interest.
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More on

Eurasian Collared Doves
BY BEN VELNER

In the Spring 2005 Nature Alberta, the feature article on the Official List of Alberta
Birds states that Eurasian Collared-Doves have been seen in Medicine Hat. Birders
might be interested in knowing that the doves have actually bred and stayed yearround.
My first contact with the
Eurasian Collared-Dove in
Medicine Hat came on May 10
2003. I was working in the
backyard when I heard one
cooing in the neighbour’s
maple tree. Being familiar
with the call from my
birthplace in The Netherlands,
I recognized it immediately.
At first, it (a male) started to
compete with a resident
Mourning Dove which had
nested and overwintered here
the two previous years. The
first time I saw a female
Collared-Dove was on July 11
2003. Breeding was first
confirmed with a single egg in
a yard down the street. One
fledged bird showed up at the
end of August. The three
birds stayed together until
about February 2004.
On March 1 2004, the pair was
seen copulating. Although the
female wasn’t seen after

March 5, juveniles appeared at
the end of April and their
number had increased to six
by August. They stayed
together until the beginning of
November; then, the male
began to chase the young
birds away with a loud ‘Kree’.
On the 2004 Christmas Bird
Count, five were found in
Medicine Hat and two more
northeast of town just outside
city limits. At the time of
writing there are three of them
around my yard: two males
and one female.
I remember Eurasian CollaredDoves (Streptopelia decaocto)
from my childhood in The
Netherlands in the early
1950’s. One day, my Dad
informed us at the supper
table that an unfamiliar bird
was nesting in a maple tree

on our property. Even at that
age, I was interested in birds,
especially collecting eggs. We
called it a “turtle dove”. The
real Turtle Dove (S. turtur)
could also be found, but not in
human habitat.
In my opinion, the Eurasian
Collared-Dove looks much like
the African Cape Turtle Dove
(S. capicola), which has the
same markings. His cooing is a
little different, but his ‘Kree’
sounds just like the CollaredDove. The juvenile lacks the
“collar” in the very beginning.
Needless to say, it is exciting to
have two species of doves
spending the winter and
coming to my feeder.
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From the Mailbag
COMPILED BY GEORGE NEWTON

The Truth about
Wildflower Mixes…
Wildflower mixes are becoming
increasingly popular, both on
the seed rack and through mail
order catalogues. These packets
are sold by seed companies
eager to capitalize on new
product lines and by various
non-profit organizations as
fundraisers.... Ellis Bird Farm ...
undertook a seed trial using
various mixes that are readily
available .... The results of this
trial indicate that, in most cases,
wildflower seed packet labelling
is inadequate, the pictures
misleading, and the contents do
not match the species list....
Anyone interested in growing
native plants would be welladvised to check out the Alberta
Native Plant Council website for
information on how best to
plant and care for real
‘wildflowers’ (www.anpc.ab.ca).
ELLIS BIRD FARM, Fall/Winter
newsletter.

Project Land Ahoy!
Our new property is in sight!
Thanks to generous donations
coming from The Nature
Conservancy of Canada ..., the
Alberta Conservation
Association and of course our
own individual donors, our

prize of an additional 80 acres
... is now won! We merely
await some administrative
details .... We anticipate there
will be a cheque-handing-over
ceremony and celebration,
probably sometime in the fall
... stay tuned for
announcements, and watch
our website!”
WAGNER NATURAL AREA
NEWSLETTER 19 (1), JUNE 2005.

Urban Wildlife
You just never know what you
might see, even in the city .....
we were walking around
Henderson Lake, heading west
along the path next to the golf
course. Suddenly, out from the
trees lining the golf course ran
– of all things – a badger! It
came towards us and we
stopped to watch. It hesitated,
turned back and ran off a few
yards but then returned
towards us, crossing the path
to the water’s edge. It looked
out over the water, then
turned and ran past us,
heading east. But a couple
came up behind us and they
had a large dog with them (on
a leash). The badger spotted
the dog, reversed direction
once again and ran back to
the edge of the water. After
hesitating only a second, it did

a belly flop into the water and
started swimming across the
lake! We watched for awhile,
then lost sight of it when it was
about half way across ...
DOUG AND TERESA DOLMAN in
the Feb 2005 issue of the Lethbridge
Naturalists Society newsletter.

Indian Days in Banff
In an hastily contrived decision
that brushed aside a number of
concerns BVN raised in
response to a deficient
environmental assessment,
Parks Canada approved the
return of Indian Days to the
Indian Grounds for a 3 day
event last August. Despite the
fact many of the mitigations
identified in the Screening were
not implemented, Parks Canada
is busy paving the way for
another event this year although
[Banff NP] Superintendent
Roulet assures us we will have
our usual token opportunities to
comment on a new assessment.
BVN has been very careful in
dealing with this issue to make
it clear our concerns are related
to a very real potential for
impacts to the rare montane
grasslands at the site and do not
represent an objection in
principle to the return of Indian
Days. It has been estimated that
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From the Mailbag…continued

MIKE MCIVOR, in the Bow Valley
Naturalists Spring 2005 Newsletter

News Item
At a promotional meeting
held in Medicine Hat on
February 17 by an Ontariobased wind energy
corporation, opinions on
wind farm aesthetics were
given by Mr. John Hamill,
who said that seeing the 360
ft. high turbines was like
watching a ballet, and by
corporation president, Mr.
David Boileau, who thought
turbines looked like daffodils.
At which point the late Mr.
William Wordsworth turned
in his grave.

Ode to Aesthetically Modified
Daffodils
I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er Cypress Hills
When all at once I saw a crowd
A host of giant daffodils.
Out on the flats, beyond the trees
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle in the Milky Way
They stretched in never-ending line
With strobe lights flashing night and day.
Ten thousand saw I at a glance
Tossing their blades in sprightly dance.
I gazed and gazed and thought and thought
They blocked my view of earth and sky.
The wealth they had to a neighbour brought
Had passed me and the others by.
The value of our lands had sunk.
(To believe corporate hype you’ve gotta be drunk).
BY DAWN DICKINSON, IN THE GRASSLANDS NATURALIST’S SAGEBRUSH CHRONICLE, MARCH 2005

[ WORD SEARCH SOLUTION: Wabamun ]

montane grasslands account
for approximately 171
hectares of the park’s total
area of 6600 km2. The
maintenance or restoration of
their ecological integrity
should be a priority for Parks
Canada but instead, at the
most significant sites impacts
continue at the airstrip and
new impacts are
contemplated for the Indian
Grounds.”
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Cover Photo Submission Guidelines
Nature Alberta will accept never before published, high quality photographs of Alberta
landscapes, wildlife, flora and related subjects in competition for publication, in full
colour, on the front or back cover.
Nature Alberta requires
contributors to include
photographer name, street
address, e-mail address (if
available), location the
photograph was taken, the
subject and how the
photograph was taken (digital/
film camera/lens/filter used,
etc.) with their submission. If a
photograph includes
identifiable persons, it must be
accompanied by a signed
release granting Nature Alberta
explicit permission to publish
the likenesses of the
individuals in the photograph.

Minor digital/darkroom
enhancement of images is
allowable, but must be disclosed
to the Editor. Composite images,
such as generated by adding
wildlife to a landscape image or
combining two landscape
images, are not acceptable. The
Editor reserves the right to refuse
any image and to crop images to
fit the front/back cover page
format. Photographs may be
held for publication in future
issues or, by Editor’s choice, may
be included as black-and-white
images within the body of the
magazine.

Submit images either
electronically to fan@fanweb.ca
or, for film format, by regular
mail, to the address provided on
the back cover. Although Nature
Alberta staff will undertake all
reasonable efforts to return
original film images to
contributors, Nature Alberta will
not be held responsible for any
failure to either receive or return
images. No fee is payable for
published images.
Digital photographers are
advised that 5 megapixel and
larger formats are recommended.

Submission guidelines for articles are available on the FAN website at www.fanweb.ca.
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