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MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD, CROWSNEST PASS  RAYMOND TOAL
PHOTOGRAPHED IN 2005 USING A CANON EOS 20D DIGITAL CAMERA WITH A 300 MM F4L LENS
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feature article The Western Painted Turtle



COYOTE, WATERTON LAKES NATIONAL PARK  RAYMOND TOAL
PHOTOGRAPHED IN 2005 USING A CANON EOS 20D DIGITAL CAMERA AND 300 MM F4L LENS
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RECORDS INSUFFICIENTLY DOCUMENTED

Smew (Mergellus albellus), Whitemud 
Creek Ravine, Edmonton; second or 
third week of October 1999; written 
description (Thelma Pirot). 

Least Grebe (Tachybaptus dominicus), 
Clear Lake; 1 July, 16 July and 6 August 
2003; written description, video footage 
(Richard Fyfe). 

Sooty Shearwater (Puffi nus griseus), 
Lac La Biche; 4 July 2003; written 
description (Christine Found). 

Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus), 
W end of Salt Lake (Refl ex Lakes); 26 
May 1995; written description (Kevin 
Cantelon). 

Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa 
tridactyla), Hwy 61, about 10 km E of 
Forestburg; 23 December 2001; brief 
description with drawing (David Muirhead). 

Least Tern (Sterna albifrons), SE corner 
of Namaka Lake; 24 September 1985; 
written description and fi eld notes (Louis 
Guillemette). 

Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus 
nuttallii), near Taber; 9 - 10 September 
1998; written description (Lloyd Bennett). 

Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus), 4 
individuals at Medicine Hat City Landfi ll; 5 
September 2003; written description 
(Jo-Anne Reynolds). 

Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora 
chrysoptera), 2nd Chain Lake, SE of Ponoka; 
15 May 2004; written description (Ann 
Barrett). 

Pine Warbler (Dendroica pinus), NW 
Calgary; 1 October 1984; brief description 
(Lottie G. Garland). Just off Bearspaw 
Road; 16 August 1991; fi eld notes (Peter 
Sherrington). SE Calgary; 21 September 
1993; written description (Cedric Hitchon). 

Smith’s Longspur (Calcarius pictus), N of 
Nanton; 30 December 2002 - 7 January 
2003; brief written descriptions posted 
on Albertabird (Bill Wilson, Malcolm 
McDonald). 

QUESTIONABLE ORIGIN

Fulvous Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor), NE Calgary 
(intersection of Barlow Tr. and Country Hills Blvd); 25 May - June 
2003; web page with 7 images (Royce Howland), photograph 
posted on Albertabird Yahoo! web site (Alan MacKeigan), written 
description (Andrew Slater). The Committee could not rule out a 
captive origin for this bird.

Greater Flamingo (Phoenicopterus ruber), Clover Bar, Edmonton; 
10 October 1979; University of Alberta Museum of Zoology 
specimen (UAMZ 5391); found dead, donated by Alberta Fish & 
Wildlife. Most likely an escapee.

CORRIGENDA

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) at Edson. The date of the 
observation was incorrectly reported in Slater (1997) as November 
1988 - January 1989, when it should have been November 1989 
- January 1990. Also see Quinlan and Kennedy (2005).

Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) pair at Saskatchewan 
Crossing; 10-12 July 1991. Photographic documentation of the 
pair (12 July 2001) was produced by Richard Klauke, elevating the 
level of support to Code 1 from Code 3 (Slater and Hudon 2004).
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In a program designed to raise 
awareness about the impact trees 
have on our lives today and 
historically, the Heritage Tree 
Foundation requests nominations 
of trees YOU consider special. 
The criteria are broad: the old, 
large, rare, those with historical 
or cultural signifi cance, and much 
more. 

Nominations may refer to an 
individual tree or a group of 
trees, a grove, avenue, garden, 
arboretum or shelterbelt.  Perhaps 
there is a tree that has acquired 
status as a community landmark 
or grows in an unusual location or 
has an unusual shape. Trees within 
Environmentally Signifi cant Areas, 
or that provide nesting homes for 
rare birds can also be considered 
in nominations. Additional criteria 
and information can be found 
by visiting our website; www.
heritagetreefoundation.com. There 
is no limit on the numbers of trees 
you can nominate!

Upon receiving nominations, 
Regional Selection Committees, 
consisting of local individuals 
from a wide variety of disciplines, 
will select trees to ensure they 
match the criteria. Perhaps you 
would enjoy, as part of the 
regional team, selecting trees in 
your community for Heritage 
recognition. Call or email us at the 
contact information below.

Upon selection, each tree will 
receive a plaque which will, with 
the landowner’s permission*, be 
placed on the trunk or directly in 
front of the tree. This common 
identifying feature will make it 
easier for community members to 
locate a Heritage Tree. Heritage 
Trees will appear in an upcoming 
book; Heritage Trees of Alberta 
(June 2007) and feature botanical, 
historical and cultural information 
on specifi c trees.

What makes our project special 
and enduring though, is 
documenting the stories behind 

the trees you nominate. Trees 
provide a living link to our past. 
They hold stories and carry meaning 
for people. From the community 
or from your travels within the 
Province; please share your tree 
story with us. Help us to celebrate 
Alberta’s natural history. We hope 
your special tree will be featured!

F A N  C L U B  P A G E

Alberta’s Great Tree Hunt!
The Alberta Heritage Tree Project wants to celebrate your favourite trees.

BY LIBBY FAIRWEATHER

*The Foundation respects the privacy of landowners; publication of locations requires their permission.

NOMINATIONS BEGIN MAY 1, 2006
The Alberta Heritage Tree Project

Box 334
Turner Valley, AB  T0L 2A0

PHONE (403) 933-3099
FAX (403) 398-0201
www.heritagetreefoundation.com

LIMBER PINE   JOHN WARDEN



NatureAlberta20

Nature Alberta Subscription Fees

Cover Photo Submission Guidelines

REGULAR » $20 per year

SUPPORTING » $30 or more per year 
(amount in excess of $20 is tax deductible)

MAIL TO:

Federation of Alberta Naturalists
Attn:  Membership
11759 Groat Road
Edmonton, AB
T5M 3K6

N A T U R E  A L B E R T A  S U B S C R I P T I O N

Regular SUBSCRIPTION

Total Enclosed $

Supporting SUBSCRIPTION

Name:

Address:

City:

Province:

Postal Code:

Nature Alberta requires 
contributors to include the 
photographer’s name, street 
address, e-mail address (if 
available), location where 
photograph was taken, 
the subject and how the 
photograph was taken (digital/
fi lm camera/lens/fi lter used, 
etc.) with their submission. 
If a photograph includes 
identifi able persons, it must 
be accompanied by a signed 
release granting Nature 
Alberta explicit permission to 
publish the likenesses of the 
individuals in the photograph.

Minor digital/darkroom 
enhancement of images is 
allowable, but must be disclosed 
to the Editor. Composite images, 
such as generated by adding 
wildlife to a landscape image 
or combining two landscape 
images, are not acceptable. The 
Editor reserves the right to refuse 
any image and to crop images 
to fi t the front/back cover page 
format. Photographs may be 
held for publication in future 
issues or, by Editor’s choice, may 
be included as black-and-white 
images within the body of the 
magazine. 

Submit images either 
electronically to fan@fanweb.
ca or, for fi lm format, by regular 
mail, to the address provided 
on the back cover. Although 
Nature Alberta staff will 
undertake all reasonable efforts 
to return original fi lm images to 
contributors, Nature Alberta will 
not be held responsible for any 
failure to either receive or return 
images. No fee is payable for 
published images.

Digital photographers are 
advised that 5 megapixel and 
larger formats are recommended. 

Nature Alberta will accept never before published, high quality photographs of Alberta 

landscapes, wildlife, fl ora and related subjects in competition for publication, in full 

colour, on the front or back cover. 

Submission guidelines for articles are available on the FAN website at www.fanweb.ca. 



SNOWY OWL, EAST OF CALGARY
DAVID LILLY
PHOTOGRAPHED ON DECEMBER 26, 2005 USING A 
NIKON D100 CAMERA AND 500 MM LENS

LIMBER PINE, NEAR WHIRLPOOL 
POINT  JOHN WARDEN
PHOTOGRAPHED ON OCTOBER 10, 2004 USING A 
CANON POWERSHOT PRO1 DIGITAL CAMERA

ELK NURSERY GROUP ON MILK RIVER SANDBAR  CARITA BERGMAN
PHOTOGRAPHED ON  JULY 31, 2005 USING A MINOLTA DIMAGE S414 DIGITAL CAMERA



GREY COPPER, SLOUGH EAST OF CALGARY  IAN GARDINER
PHOTOGRAPHED IN JULY 2004 USING A NIKON F3HP DIGITAL CAMERA WITH A 200 MM MACRO LENS AND FUJI VELVIA 50 FILM
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